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PRAYERS. 


| Morning Praver. 


O Merciful Father whose benevolent provi- 
dence has protected me during the defenceless 
hours of sleep accept my morning tribute of 
prayer and praise. 1 thank thee that thy 
loving-kindness has enabled me to enter upon 
the duties of another day with renewed energies 
and spirits. All things proclaim thy glorious 
providence, and thine infinite goodness unto us. 
Before I go forth to the labours and enjoyments 
of the day I would place my whole trust in thy 
guidance, and consecrate the energies of my 
body and mind to thee. Strengthen and prepare 
me for the trials which await me this day. May 
thy counsel regulate my mind, may thy love 
warm my heart, and may thy sacred presence 
go with me as the light in my paths. Curb each 
impure desire, restrain each worldly craving, and 
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sanctify all my aspirations and feelings by lead- 
ing them to thee. Make me prompt and faith- 
ful in the discharge of my various duties, and 
in all my intercourses with the world keep my 
conscience void of uncleanness. Grant that temp- 
tations may not shake my fidelity to thee ; 
erant that amidst all the vicissitudes of life 
I may cleave to thee firmly. Teach me to re- 
member that to attain thee is the sole destiny of 
life, and help me to spend the precious hours 
of this day and all days accordingly. Do thou, 
O Everlasting Father and Friend, enable me to 
grow continually in purity and faith that each 
day may find me nearer to thee. 


Chewing Braver, 


I approach thee, O Lord my God, with humble 
thanksgivines for the manifold mercies which 
thou hast showered on me this day. Hach joy 
that I have experienced—each desire that has been 
eratified,—each breath I have inhaled speaks of 
thy goodness and calls forth my gratitude. Thy 
fatherly care has been with me all day, and pro- 
tected my body and mind. I praise thee for the 


(a) 
_ opportunities and means of good which thou hast 
given me—for each holy thought and. aspiration 
thou hast enabled me to indulge, each virtuous 
deed thou hast enabled me to perform. 

Thou knowest, O thou Omniscient God, what 
sins I have committed this day : thou knowest 
how far I am wanting in that strict obedience 
to thy law which thou dost require from us. 
With deep penitence now I implore thy mercy. 
Chasten and purify my soul by inflicting due 
retribution, and arm me with resolution not to 
fall into my sins again. Without thine invigorat- 
ing spirit we cannot subdue the temptations 
which assail us. Fill me, therefore, Gracious 
Lord, with strength and constancy and faith and 
help me to turn away from all that is evil and 
impure. May every day of my life be spent 
according to thy will. Permit me now, O Lord, 
to retire to my bed with a heart full of trust 
in thee, and grant that if I live to rise from this 
sleep I may consecrate my renewed energies to 
thee. But if this night be my last night on earth, 
and my waking be in the regions of eternity, may 
I be carried on the wings of thy mercy to the 
blessed mansions of purity and joy everlasting. 


a, 
Ku Prosperity. 


Gracious Father, teach me so to enjoy the feli- 
cities which thou hast unsparingly bestowed upon 
me in thy great mercy that they may not act as ~ 
a snare to my soul. May not thy blessings inflate 
me with arrogance and vain glory, but fill me 
with humility and fervent gratitude to thee. 
May I remember that they are not designed to 
make me worldly-minded, but to call forth my 
greater and more earnest exertions in the cause 
of Him from whom I have received them. Grant 
that the temptations of prosperity may not drown 
the voice of conscience : grant that amidst all 
the enjoyments and hopes of affluence my heart — 
may stedfastly cleave to thee—thou giver of 
every good that we possess. Teach me, Kind Lord, 
that as I cheerfully enjoy thy gifts now, I may 
be prepared to abandon them as cheerfully, if 
need be, and be satisfied with whatever position 
I may fall into. Keep my heart alive to the 
vanity of the world, and help me to remember 
always that the highest honors and the sweetest 
joys of this life are only fora moment. And may 
{ always aspire to that prosperity and that wealth 


which perish not—the prosperity of the soul, 
the wealth of a righteous heart. Be with me al- 
ways, O Lord, and preserve me from temptations. 


Zu Aiilictiow, 


Help me, O Lord, who art with us in prosperity 
and in adversity, in joy and in sorrow, whose 
providence extendeth over the happy as well as 
the poor and distressed, help me to bear my lot 
with patience and content. May I not deplore 
my lowly condition but thank thee that thou 
hast placed me under the chastening and hum- 
bling influences of affliction, and opened my eyes 
to the hollowness and uncertainty of earthly 
felicities. May I specially rejoice that even in 
this fallen state thy fatherly affection is still upon 
me. When no hands are near to succour or con- 
sole me, when the world has altogether ceased to 
smile on me, thy loving arms are around me. 
I beseech thee, O thou Helper of the helpless, 
thou Friend of the distressed, to invigorate me 


with thy spirit that I may resolutely bear the | 
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strokes of affliction however severe, and with un- 
flinching forbearance endure all privation and 
hardship. May- affliction or sorrow never draw me 
away from the duties which I owe to thee ; 


however low my position may be, may I always — 


retain thee in my heart—thou All-merciful Lord 
of the poor. Save me from discontent and des- 
pair, from vexation and heaviness of heart. Ani- 
mate and gladden me with assurances of thine 
infinite love, and enrich me with the treasures of 
thy spirit. Thou art my all, O Lord, may I not 
consider whether I am rich or poor, but earnestly 
strive to discharge my duites to thee in faith and 
love. 


For Fortituse, 


God Almighty, inspire me with thy spirit, and 
help me to place my firmest reliance on thee that 
I may boldly encounter and subdue the temp- 
tations of life. Preserve me from the fear of man 


and the service of mammon : keep me from what- 
soever bindeth my aftection to the vanities of the 
world, Teach me to remember always that I have 
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a high and sacred mission to fulfil—even to de- 
dicate my whole life to thy service, and arm me 
with resolution and constancy that 1 may advance 
in the path of my mission with unfaltering 
steps, turning neither to the right nor to the left. 
May I learn to prize duty above all things, 
truth above the riches and honors of the world, 
thine approbation above the esteem and ap- 
plause of man. Make my love and fidelity 
towards thee so unshakable that | may not 
only sacrifice my worldly interests for thy sake 
but do so with joy, remembering that thou art 
dearer than the dearest objects. Vouchsafe unto 
me, O Lord, fortitude and enthusiasm that if the 
whole world were to stand in hostile array against 
me I may not swerve from thee, but manfully 
vindicate and uphold thy cause in the face of all 
opposition and persecution. Help me so valiantly 
to fight for truth, in such unyielding and uncom - 
promising spirit to obey thy commands that I may, 
if need be, lay my life at thy feet amidst the 
dificulties and hardships of martyr heroism. 
To thy name, O thou Omnipotent 0 be ever- 


lasting glory. 
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For Deliverance, 


O Holy Father, amid the temptations and 
perils of the world thou only art my refuge : 
thy protection is my only hope. Conscious 
of sin and corruption where shall I, O Lord, 
repose my troubled heart but upon thine infinite 
mercies. I am thine, thine forever ; unto thee do 
I cry, O my God; send me not away for my 
sins but heal me, and root out the evil from my 
heart. O how solemn .are my relations to thee, 
and how awful therefore is my iniquity ! Being 
thy child and servant I have disobeyed thy 
commands: being the object of thine unbound- 
ed affection I have ungratefully turned away 
from thee. Though thou didst contantly bid me 


_ eschew evil, and call me to thy path I neglected 


thy bidding, I heeded not thy call. Thy love 


.to me, O Lord, is infinite; but I love thee not, 


my love is fastened to the world. The magni- 
tude of my guilt is immense, and makes me 
tremble to stand before thy Holy face. Deliver 
me, O thou Gracious God of Salvation, and 
purify my soul with the waters of penitence. 
Deliver me from corrupt thoughts and actions. 
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Deliver me from unclean heart ; from bad com- 
pany, and counsel ; from hypocrisy, fickleness, 
and uncharitable dispositions. Deliver me from 
worldliness, and whatever tendeth to turn away 
my love from thee. Teach me to search my 
heart, and sacrifice whatever is wrong in it. 
When unworthy desires arise in my heart, and 
passions tempt me to evil, may I prayerfully 
throw myself upon thy mercy and with thy aid 
fortify my soul. In all my spiritual endeavours 
help me to look up to thee for light and strength, 
for thou art my all, O Merciful God. 


Lesiqnation, 

I beseech thee, O thou God of love, to draw 
my whole life unto thy service. Bind me to 
thee by the sweet attractions of thy love, and 
grant that nothing on ‘earth may alienate my 
heart from thee. Make me so thoroughly thine 
that I may cleave to thee forever—in the hours 
of woe and the days of gladness, in weakness 


and strength, in health and sickness, in my 
labours and recreations, in my domestic affairs 
and social intercourses. Wherever I may be, in 
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whatever work engaged, may I serve none but ‘ 
thee, may I follow none but thee. As thou hast ; 
taught me to worship no created object, to serve | 
no idol, cast out from my heart that spiritual 
idolatry which draws away my love and energies 
from thee, and devotes them to the pursuit of 
some favorite passion—that idolatry which 
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makes the soul bow down before avarice, fame, 
j ambition, or some felicity of the world. Keep 
| me from all sorts of idolatry and teach me to 
| acknowledge thee as my only Master, the One 
True God. May I always remember that the sole 
aim of my life is to find: thee, and may all my © 
| thoughts and words and actions turn to thy 
glory. May my whole life be pervaded by thy 
i holy spirit: may thy love be the centre of all — 
my actions. If there is aught in a corner of my 

: heart which I love for its sake and which I 
cannot sacrifice for thee, help me to root it out. 

i Divert my affection from the world and establish 

it firmly in thee that I may hanker after nothing 
but thy pleasantest company. Gracious Lord, | 
enable me, I beseech thee, so thoroughly to de- 
vote myself to thee that I may live and die 
i amid the sweet joys of pious resignation. 


( aly 
Meath-bed raver, 


Gracious Lord, the time is approaching when I 
shall depart from this world. All my enjoy- 
ments and felicities have forsaken me, my dearest 
relations and friends are turning their faces 
from me,—and alone as I did come, alone shall I 
depart. From all dear connections and pleasant 
objects of this world for ever cut off I am about 
to launch into that vast eternity which stretches 
forth before me. O thou Father, Preserver, and 
Guide, thou whose protecting hands always lay on 
me accept my last but feeble tribute of gratitude 
for the blessings which thou hast bestowed upon 
me, and especially for the strength and opportuni- 
ties with which thou hast enabled me to serve and 
worship thee amidst the temptations of the 
world. Known to thee are the manifold sins 
I have committed in my life. Regenerate and 
purify me by thy holy spirit and receive me into 
thy keeping. Help me, O Lord, to feel thy love 
in this deserted and helpless state. My spirits 
are declining ; my senses are failing me; no 
object brings me delight ; there is none to con- 
sole or soothe my heart. All around me is 
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darkness. Do thou, O Kind Father, reveal thy 
loving countenance at this solemn hour, and fill me 
with the sweets of thy company. I thank thee, 
Lord, that thou hast not forsaken me, that thy 
hands are near to help and protect me 
when all other hands are away. I thank thee 
for thy assurances that thou shalt never for- 
sake me, but continue to animate and purify 
me by thy love time without end. Thou only 
art mine, mine now and _ forever, my Dearest - 
Father, my Everlasting Friend. To thy fatherly 
care I commend my family, friends, and brethren. 
Bless them, O Lord, and keep them forever 
under thy protection.—The world is fast, going 
out of sight. Permit me now, Dear Lord, to 
depart in peace and joy, and lead me to the 
regions of purity and love. 


Jvaver for the use of relivions 
Schools, 


We have assembled again, O thou Ever-bles- 
sed God, to investigate thy glories, and the 
momentous truths of our destiny and salva- 
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tion. Vouchsafe unto us, thy enlightening and 
invigorating aid that we may be enabled to accom- 
plish that object. Save us from prejudices and 
errors, and the bewildering perplexities of contro- 
versy. O thou Father and Instructor, nurture 
our souls in true faith. Quicken our consciences 
and keep us always alive to our duties and res- 
ponsibilities. Above all, teach us that reliance 
upon thee is indispensable. As thou exaltest our 
minds in the knowledge of truth, do thou also 
train our hearts to a thorough love of thee, and 
our will to a practical obedience to thy law : 
for if we do not practically fulfil thy law, faith is 
unprofitable. Whatever truth we shall learn of 
thee, may we at once apply to our life, whatever 
duty we shall learn may we at once put into 
practice. Teach us to be assiduous and persever- 
ing in our pursuit of truth, and avail ourselves 
of all blessed means of improvement which may 
come in our way. May the writings of the de- 
vout fill us with good thoughts ; may the exam- 
ples of the righteous quicken our aspirations and 
strengthen our resolves ; may constant commu- 


nion with thee purify our souls ; may the remens- 
brance of the brevity of life keep us from delays 
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and the vanities of the world. Bless this school, 
O Lord, bless them that give and them that 
receive instructions. Keep thy holy light steadily 
before each one of us and enable us to grow in 
faith and rectitude here and hereafter. | 


Family Braver, 


O God our Fathor who hast bound us together 
in this family by the ties of domestic affection, 
help us to draw near to thee. Thou art the 
guardian of our lives, the giver of every good, 
our Guide and Counsellor. We regard it as our 
best privilege that thou hast permitted us to call 
thee our Father, and bow down before thee in 
filial trust and obedience. May we never forget — 
thine infinite mercies : may we rejoice that thou 
Ruler of this universe, the Infinite Lord of the 
earth and heavens art present at this family altar 
to hear and accept our humble prayers. Sweeten 
and strengthen those relations which bind us to 
each other by drawing unto thee the affections of 
each one of us. Foster in us right feelings to- 
wards each other, and cast out selfishness, jealou- 
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Amidst the woes and sufferings of the world be 
thou our joy ; amidst its darkness be thou our 
light ; amidst its temptations and persecutions 
be thou our shield and armour. Promote 
amongst us good-will and affection, sanctify our 
dealings with each other, and bind us intoa 
holy brotherhood. May we aid each other in 
doing and loving that which is good in thy sight. 
Teach us, O Lord, to spend all our days in thy 
service, and aspire to be partakers of the rich 
blessings and lasting joys of the next world. Be 
with us always, thou Affectionate Father, and 
enable us to grow steadily in thy love. Bring 
all men under the protection of true faith: 
May thy dear name be chanted by every lip, 
and mayst thou find a temple in every breast. 
And unto thee we ascribe everlasting glory and 
praise. 


Thawksgibing and Praise, 


Almighty God, we would praise thee and de- 
clare thy mercies with joyful hearts. Thou art 
our Father and the source of all the blessings 
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Congregational Jiraver. 


We thank thee, O Beneficent God, that thou 
hast gathered us again in this sacred place of 
worship to glorify and adore thee. The blessed 
hour to which we were earnestly looking for- 
“yard amid the anxieties and troubles of the 
week has now arrived. Permit us to approach 
thee, and prepare our hearts that we may feel 
thy sacred presence. O thou Light and Love, 
thou art everywhere ; thou art before our eyes 
in all the objects we behold, thou dwellest in the 
inmost recesses of the heart. Everywhere is thy 
benignant face, and thy loving arms are around 
us all. Help us so to concentrate our souls in 
thy all-pervading spirit, so to feel thy holiness 
and purity that each corrupt desire, each worldly 
craving may perish, and all the sentiments and 
feelings of the soul may be brought at thy feet. 
May not the pleasures which we now enjoy in 
thy company be transitory ; may they sweeten 
our whole lives and continue to endear thee to 
us everlastingly. Vouchsafe to keep us always 
under the shadow of thy protection and guide 
our steps in the thorny paths of the world. 


cd 


knock at our hearts that we may receive thy aid, 
and be saved. Though we forget thee and seek 
thee not, thou keepest us always under the 
shadow of thy mercy, and dost what is good for 
us. Thy mercies, O Lord, who can describe ? 
Infinite is thy kindness ! Unbounded thy pater- 
nal love unto us! May thy kingdom spread over 
the whole earth. May false beliefs and false 
worships perish : may the sun of truth shine 
upon all mankind, and may all hearts worship 
the true God. May our lips praise thee for ever, 
may our souls always send forth fervent thanks- 
givings unto thee. May all families and all nations 


chant thy mercies, And unto thy blessed name, 


-O Lord, glory be for ever and ever. 


THE END. 
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we enjoy. At thy command the sun giveth us 
light and heat, and the moon sheddeth its serene 
lustre, and inviteth us to rest and sleep. By 
thy law the uncounted stars above bespangle the 
heavens, and the fields beneath smile in the 
luxuriance of harvests. Thou upholdest the 
earth and heavens, and the countless myriads of © 
animated beings. Thou givest us food and 
clothing, and the manifold pleasures of the body. 
Each breath that we draw is thy blessing. Every- 
a where we turn our eyes we behold the exhibi- 
tions of thy mercy. Nota moment passes, but 
it reveals thy marvellous goodness. All objects 
| prompt us to gratitude, O Lord, and call forth 
our fervent praise. Thou art the life of our life ; 
‘ thy right hand preserveth us. Our sustenance 
cometh from thee, and all our delight proceedeth 
from thee. When we are hungry thou feedest 
us, when we are weary thou givest us rest. 
When woes and calamities afflict us thou. wipest 
off the tears of our eyes : when despair over- 
powereth us thou sendest us hope and -consola- 
tion. When we are utterly cast down thou 
comest to help and cheer us. When we are 
involved in sin and wickedness thou dost hourly 
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